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READ, MARK, LEARN, AND INWARDLY DIGEST 
 
 
INTRODUCTION – The steps of these studies are designed to:  

• help us to understand more fully what John is saying in Revelation;  
• enable us to see how each passage bears on the circumstances of our lives;  
• assist us to pray the Scriptures into our lives through the meditation on God’s word.  

 

The next two pages give a fuller explanation of each step, which will help you in preparing.  

READ  
1. Read the passage. Pray for God to draw you to himself and aid you in understanding as you read, 
also praying that he will transform you by his Spirit. 
 
 
MARK  
2. Mark up the printed text.  
a) Ask yourself: What kind of literature is this (genre)? Revelation a mixture of genres: it is a letter, 
and John tells us it is prophecy (1:3) but is mainly considered apocalyptic teaching, with most of this 
letter dealing with John’s vision. Naturally it follows that each kind of literature is to be read 
differently.  
 

b) Notice and underline/circle: (You might like to use different colours for this part) 
• repeated words and phrases 
• contrasts 
• specific instructions / commands 
• the setting and the main characters (often, but not always the Father, Son or Spirit) 
• images and symbols used, and what effect they have 
• similes or metaphors (note the use of ‘like’ and ‘as’) 
• the dialogue/songs (who is speaking/singing to whom) 
• the verbs 

 

After you have made your observations, try and think through how these observations impact what 
John is saying.  Share what you have found with your group. 
 
 
 
LEARN 
3. Context:  How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? How does 
it connect to the passage that follows it? Is it part of a larger teaching section? Notice that often John 
uses an ‘interlocking’ literary device that ties two sections together. 
 

Wider context: There are often suggested OT scriptures that shed light on our understanding of what is 
being taught in Revelation (especially in helping us understand the meaning of the images, metaphors 
and symbols).  The whole Bible is the context for reading Revelation. 
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4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking.) 
Provide an outline that clearly indicates verse breaks for each unit and provide headings for each. To 
help find the structure: Ask yourself is there a scene change, or is dialogue/song introduced? Also 
make observations that consider repetition, key terms, sequence, sudden grammatical/topical changes, 
tone, book ends. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 
 
5. Apocalyptic genre questions: 
Due to the nature of the book of Revelation, questions in this section may vary study to study, but 
some standard genre questions that may apply, to ask of the text, are: 

• Is there a crisis in the passage? What is the tension/conflict about, and how does it relate to the 
original readers and to us? 

• What is the tone of the passage? (ie: what emotions does it arouse?) 
• Are there descriptions being used to portray God, Jesus and/or the Holy Spirit? What are they? 
• Are there things in the text that reveal we are reading about events from God’s historical 

viewpoint? 
6. What does it all mean?  Ask the following questions: 

• How does the text recall or draw out the implications of the death, resurrection and reign of 
Jesus Christ? 

• What does it tell us about God and his purposes in the world? 
 
 
INWARDLY DIGEST 
6. This question is designed to help you think through the things God wants to grow in you and change 
as you read Revelation. To do this, we will need to listen well, share honestly, be courageous and grow 
in trust, seeking to show the grace of Christ towards one another. Some questions to ask: 

• How does this passage compel you to respond to the death, resurrection and reign of Jesus 
Christ? 

• How does it challenge (or strengthen) your biblical understanding? 
• Does it call you to change the way you live? 
• How does it lead you to trust God and his promises? 

 
  

PRAYER 
7. This question will ask you to turn the things that God has addressed into prayer and share it with 
your prayer triplet or group. Pray for God to do his work of transformation in you. Remember you 
cannot change yourself...we are too weak for that! Praying is an acknowledgement of your real need 
and weakness in all spiritual things. 
 
 
 
 
STUDY NOTES (at the back of the booklet) 
These study notes are by Lee Gatiss, writing for St Helen’s Bishopsgate Bible Study Resources. The 
passage breakdowns of the notes don’t follow our study breakdown exactly, but will be a useful tool to 
read once you have worked on your study.  
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  Study 12 – Revelation 13:1-18 
 

Chapter 12 ended with the dragon (Satan) heading off to make war on the rest of the woman’s 
offspring, ‘on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus’, the 
followers of the Lamb. These next two chapters give more insight into Satan’s indirect attacks 
on God’s people. 
 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
 

2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
After you have made your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is 
saying. Share what you have found with your group. 
 

13:1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads,  
with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.  
2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard;  
its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth.  
And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority.  
3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed,  
and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast.  
4 And they worshiped the dragon,  
for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying,  
“Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words,  
and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.  
6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God,  
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  
7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them.  
And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation,  
8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it,  
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life  
of the Lamb who was slain.  
9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear: 
 

10 If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. 

 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 
11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth.  
It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.  
12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence,  
and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast,  
whose mortal wound was healed.  
13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people,  
14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those  
who dwell on earth,  
telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived.  
15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast,  
so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship  
the image of the beast to be slain.  
16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave,  
to be marked on the right hand or the forehead,  
17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark,  
that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name.  
18 This calls for wisdom:  
let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast,  
for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? 
How does it connect to the passage that follows it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context: 
Read 1 John 2:18-25 for additional NT understanding. 
Read Dan. 7:2-28. Daniel’s vision included four beasts rising from the sea. John describes a beast in 
Rev. that seems to be a composite of these four. How does that help our understanding of this passage? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What are several things that characterize the beasts in this passage? What does this teach us about 
how Satan makes war against God’s people. 
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6. INWARDLY DIGEST 
What does the passage call us to as followers of Christ? What is the very real challenge in doing that 
and how have you seen the results in your personal circumstances? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. PRAY  
a. Scripture to meditation - Choose one scripture and take a couple of minutes on your own to think 
about what it is teaching you. 
 
b. Meditation to prayer  

• turn something you have learnt from this verse into thanksgiving 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into confession 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into praise to God  
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into supplication (asking) 
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  Study 13 – Revelation 14:1 – 15:4 

John takes us from the assault on followers of Christ on earth in chapter 13, to beholding the 
Lamb in heaven and with him, in joyous worship, the complete number of his redeemed. 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
After you have made your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is 
saying. Share what you have found with your group. 
 
14:1 Then I looked, and behold,  
on Mount Zion stood the Lamb,  
and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads.  
2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters  
and like the sound of loud thunder.  
The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps,  
3 and they were singing a new song before the throne  
and before the four living creatures and before the elders.  
No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.  
4 It is these who have not defiled themselves with women,  
for they are virgins.  
It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.  
These have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb,  
5 and in their mouth no lie was found,  
for they are blameless. 
6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead,  
with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth,  
to every nation and tribe and language and people.  
7 And he said with a loud voice,  
“Fear God and give him glory,  
because the hour of his judgment has come,  
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying,  
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,  
she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” 
9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice,  
“If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead  
or on his hand,  
10 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath,  
poured full strength into the cup of his anger,  
and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels  
and in the presence of the Lamb.  
11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever,  
and they have no rest, day or night,  
these worshipers of the beast and its image,  
and whoever receives the mark of its name.” 
12 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints,  
those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 
13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying,  
“Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”  
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors,  
for their deeds follow them!” 
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14 Then I looked, and behold,  
a white cloud,  
and seated on the cloud one like a son of man,  
with a golden crown on his head,  
and a sharp sickle in his hand.  
15 And another angel came out of the temple,  
calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud,  
“Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come,  
for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.”  
16 So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle.  
18 And another angel came out from the altar,  
the angel who has authority over the fire,  
and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle,  
“Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.”  
19 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth  
and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.  
20 And the winepress was trodden outside the city,  
and blood flowed from the winepress,  
as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. 
 
15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven,  
great and amazing,  
seven angels with seven plagues,  
which are the last,  
for with them the wrath of God is finished. 
2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire— 
and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name,  
standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.  
3 And they sing the song of Moses,  
the servant of God,  
and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
 

“Great and amazing are your deeds, 
    O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
    O King of the nations! 

4  Who will not fear, O Lord, 
    and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
    All nations will come 
    and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? 
Notice the ‘bookends’ (11:15-19 and 15:1-4) that enclose these three chapters (12-14) on the enemies 
of God. How does this wider book context help inform your understanding? 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context: For some further understanding of v. 8 read Isaiah 21:9-10 and Rev 18:1-3. Also read 
Daniel 7:13-14 and Matt. 26:64 concerning v. 14. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  This passage provides a rich description of the people of God. What do we learn about their 
identity, character and purpose? 
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6.  What messages do the five angels announce in 14:6-20? Why do you think the statements of vv. 
12-13 are in the midst of the announcements? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. INWARDLY DIGEST 
What do you think the purpose is of this section (chapters 12-14) as a whole? What is at the heart of it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Vancouver might be considered by many, a ‘modern day Babylon’, with no end of things to 
compromise our faith and draw us away from following the Lord to false worship. What has the Holy 
Spirit revealed to you specifically in regard to this in your own walk with Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  PRAY 
Pray together about some of the things the Lord has revealed to you through this study. Use the song 
in 15:3-4 to give thanks to the Lord God the Almighty. 
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 Study 14 – Revelation 15:5 – 16:21 

Here, the seven angels with the seven plagues in seven bowls mark the third cycle of judgment. 
The three series of judgments are closely related. The bowls are within the seventh trumpet, and 
the trumpets in the seventh seal, all ending at the same time and with the same earthquake, but 
with increasing severity. 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
**Notice the repetitions and imagery of 15:5-8. Think through why it is placed here.  
After you have made all your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is 
saying. Share what you have found with your group. 
 
15:5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened,  
6 and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues,  
clothed in pure, bright linen,  
with golden sashes around their chests.  
7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls  
full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever,  
8 and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power,  
and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 
 
16:1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels,  
“Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 
2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth,  
and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast  
and worshiped its image. 
3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea,  
and it became like the blood of a corpse,  
and every living thing died that was in the sea. 
4 The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water,  
and they became blood.  
5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, 

 

“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, 
    for you brought these judgments. 

6  For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
    and you have given them blood to drink. 
It is what they deserve!” 

7 And I heard the altar saying, 
“Yes, Lord God the Almighty, 

     true and just are your judgments!” 
 

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun,  
and it was allowed to scorch people with fire.  
9 They were scorched by the fierce heat,  
and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues.  
They did not repent and give him glory. 
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10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast,  
and its kingdom was plunged into darkness.  
People gnawed their tongues in anguish  
11 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores.  
They did not repent of their deeds. 
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates,  
and its water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east.  
13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast  
and out of the mouth of the false prophet,  
three unclean spirits like frogs.  
14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs,  
who go abroad to the kings of the whole world,  
to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.  
15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake,  
keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”)  
16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air,  
and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying,  
“It is done!”  
18 And there were flashes of lightning,  
rumblings, peals of thunder,  
and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth,  
so great was that earthquake.  
19 The great city was split into three parts,  
and the cities of the nations fell,  
and God remembered Babylon the great,  
to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath.  
20 And every island fled away,  
and no mountains were to be found.  
21 And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each,  
fell from heaven on people;  
and they cursed God for the plague of the hail,  
because the plague was so severe. 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? 
How does it connect to the passage that follows it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context: Read Exodus 40:34-35. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  These plagues are reminiscent of the plagues in Exodus 7-10, but with greater severity and scope. 
Recall the function the plagues performed in Exodus to help think through their purpose here in 
Revelation. What is their dual purpose?  
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6. INWARDLY DIGEST 
This section of the plagues is deeply sobering and challenging to read. How do vv. 5-7 help inform our 
understanding? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  In v. 15, John quotes Jesus’ words in Luke 12:35-40. From all we have learned in Revelation about 
what Christ has secured and promises and warns, how are you helped to ‘stay awake, be clothed and 
unexposed’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. PRAY  
a. Scripture to meditation - Choose one scripture and take a couple of minutes on your own to think 
about what it is teaching you. 
 
b. Meditation to prayer  

• turn something you have learnt from this verse into thanksgiving 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into confession 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into praise to God  
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into supplication (asking) 
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Study 15 – Revelation 17:1 – 18  

In this chapter we are given another view of the beast first introduced in chapter 13, with seven 
heads, ten horns and blasphemous names. This time a woman, named as ‘the great prostitute’, 
rides upon his back. We are told in v. 18 that she symbolizes a great city. First century 
Christians often referred to Rome as Babylon (1 Peter 5:13), as a way of depicting Rome in the 
same light as that of this great enemy of Israel in the past. 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
**Notice the repetitions and think about how they help inform your understanding. After you 
have made your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is saying. Share 
what you have found with your group. 
 
17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me,  
“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters,  
2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality,  
and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.”  
3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness,  
and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names,  
and it had seven heads and ten horns.  
4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet,  
and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls,  
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations  
and the impurities of her sexual immorality.  
5 And on her forehead was written a name of mystery:  
“Babylon the great,  
mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.”  
6 And I saw the woman,  
drunk with the blood of the saints,  
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 
When I saw her, I marveled greatly.  
7 But the angel said to me,  
“Why do you marvel?  
I will tell you the mystery of the woman,  
and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her.  
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not,  
and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction.  
And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life  
from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast,  
because it was and is not and is to come.  
9 This calls for a mind with wisdom:  
the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated;  
10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen,  
one is, the other has not yet come,  
and when he does come he must remain only a little while.  
11 As for the beast that was and is not,  
it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven,  
and it goes to destruction.  
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12 And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power,  
but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour,  
together with the beast.  
13 These are of one mind,  
and they hand over their power and authority to the beast.  
14 They will make war on the Lamb,  
and the Lamb will conquer them,  
for he is Lord of lords and King of kings,  
and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 
15 And the angel said to me,  
“The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated,  
are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages.  
16 And the ten horns that you saw,  
they and the beast will hate the prostitute.  
They will make her desolate and naked,  
and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire,  
17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind  
and handing over their royal power to the beast,  
until the words of God are fulfilled.  
18 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.” 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? 
How does Chapter 18 help inform your understanding of ‘Babylon the great’? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context: Re-read Isaiah 21:9-10 for God’s perspective of Babylon. Read also 1 John 2:15-17. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Helpfully we are told in this passage what several of the main characters and their features are 
actually meant to symbolize. Note them. 
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6.  As we’ve seen repeatedly in Revelation, in the midst of distressing pictures of destruction we get a 
statement of great hope. Where is this seen in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. INWARDLY DIGEST 
The angel asks John, “Why do you marvel?” (v. 6-7) What do you think is behind John’s 
astonishment? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Why are we so easily impressed by and marvel at the world and all it’s glitter? How does the 
angel’s response to John draw us to the true worship of Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. PRAY  
a. Scripture to meditation - Choose one scripture and take a couple of minutes on your own to think 
about what it is teaching you. 
 
b. Meditation to prayer  

• turn something you have learnt from this verse into thanksgiving 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into confession 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into praise to God  
 
 

• turn something from this verse into supplication (asking) 
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Study 16 – Revelation 18:1 – 19:10 

The narration of Babylon the great’s destruction in chapter 17 is followed here in chapter 18 by 
a song that expands on the same subject, freeing God’s people to worship in chapter 19. 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
** Notice the commands. After you have made your observations, think through how these 
observations impact what John is saying. Share what you have found with your group. 
 
18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven,  
having great authority,  
and the earth was made bright with his glory.  
2 And he called out with a mighty voice, 

 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
    She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
    a haunt for every unclean bird, 
    a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 
3 For all nations have drunk 
    the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
    and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” 

 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, 
 

“Come out of her, my people, 
    lest you take part in her sins, 
lest you share in her plagues; 
5 for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
    and God has remembered her iniquities. 
6 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, 
    and repay her double for her deeds; 
    mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. 
7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, 
    so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, 
since in her heart she says, 
    ‘I sit as a queen, 
I am no widow, 
    and mourning I shall never see.’ 
8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, 
    death and mourning and famine, 
and she will be burned up with fire; 
    for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 

 

9 And the kings of the earth,  
who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her,  
will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning.  
10 They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, 
 

“Alas! Alas! You great city, 
    you mighty city, Babylon! 
For in a single hour your judgment has come.” 
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11 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her,  
since no one buys their cargo anymore,  
12 cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth,  
all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory,  
all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble,  
13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat,  
cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. 
 

14  “The fruit for which your soul longed 
    has gone from you, 
and all your delicacies and your splendors 
    are lost to you, 
    never to be found again!” 

 

15 The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her,  
will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, 
 

16 “Alas, alas, for the great city 
       that was clothed in fine linen, 
       in purple and scarlet, 
  adorned with gold, 
      with jewels, and with pearls! 
17 For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” 

 

And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off  
18 and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, 
 

“What city was like the great city?” 
 

19 And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, 
 

“Alas, alas, for the great city 
     where all who had ships at sea 
     grew rich by her wealth! 
For in a single hour she has been laid waste. 
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, 
    and you saints and apostles and prophets, 
for God has given judgment for you against her!” 

 

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, 
    and will be found no more; 
22 and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, 
    will be heard in you no more, 
and a craftsman of any craft 
    will be found in you no more, 
and the sound of the mill 
    will be heard in you no more, 
23 and the light of a lamp 
    will shine in you no more, 
and the voice of bridegroom and bride 
    will be heard in you no more, 
for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, 
    and all nations were deceived by your sorcery. 
24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, 
    and of all who have been slain on earth.” 
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19:1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven,  
crying out, 

 

“Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
2     for his judgments are true and just; 
for he has judged the great prostitute 
    who corrupted the earth with her immorality, 
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 

 

3 Once more they cried out, 
“Hallelujah! 
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was 
seated on the throne, saying,  
“Amen. Hallelujah!”  
5 And from the throne came a voice saying, 
 

“Praise our God, 
    all you his servants, 
you who fear him, 
    small and great.” 

 

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude,  
like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
    the Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and exult 
    and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
    and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8 it was granted her to clothe herself 
    with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
9 And the angel said to me,  
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”  
10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me,  
“You must not do that!  
I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus.  
Worship God.”  
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Book context:  Notice the message of the voices from heaven that surround chapters 17-18, (Re-read 
16:5-7 and 19:1-3). How does this help inform our understanding? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context:  The destruction of Babylon in 539BC was foretold by several OT prophets. Many of 
her features (pride, arrogance and luxury) are mirrored here in chapter 18.  Also, the prophecy against 
Tyre, the great port and commercial center (Ezek. 27-28) has many resemblances seen in this chapter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. What does each section symbolize? 
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5.  Notice the repetition of ‘mourning’. Who is doing it and why? (18:7-20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. INWARDLY DIGEST 
How is the response in heaven contrasted to the response on earth? 
Why do you think there is a command to ‘Rejoice’ in 18:20, and why so many ‘Hallelujah’s in  
19:1-10?   How do these two responses expose, challenge and encourage you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Revelation warns against the seductiveness of power and prosperity. Do you think it is possible to 
live in the affluent west and not compromise your faith through economic exploitation and self-
indulgence? If so, how do you intentionally do that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. PRAY  
Spend time with your group, giving praise and glory to our God whose judgments are true and just. 
Spend time praying together for help in holding to the testimony of Jesus. 
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  Study 17 – Revelation 19:11 – 20:15 

This final judgment scene in Revelation brings the eternal defeat of Satan and his two beasts, 
first introduced to us in Chapter 13. The triumphant Christ deals with sin for all eternity, 
making way for the coming of God’s kingdom on earth. 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
**Notice the several descriptions of the rider in 19:11-16 that identify him as Jesus. Think 
through how these images support main themes that have been developing so far. After you have 
made all your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is saying.  
Share what you have found with your group. 
 
19:11 Then I saw heaven opened,  
and behold, a white horse!  
The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True,  
and in righteousness he judges and makes war.  
12 His eyes are like a flame of fire,  
and on his head are many diadems,  
and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.  
13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood,  
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.  
14 And the armies of heaven,  
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure,  
were following him on white horses.  
15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations,  
and he will rule them with a rod of iron.  
He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.  
16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written,  
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun,  
and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead,  
“Come, gather for the great supper of God,  
18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men,  
the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men,  
both free and slave, both small and great.”  
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered  
to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army.  
20 And the beast was captured,  
and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who 
had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image.  
These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.  
21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who  
was sitting on the horse,  
and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 
 
20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven,  
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain.  
2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent,  
who is the devil and Satan,  
and bound him for a thousand years,  
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3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him,  
so that he might not deceive the nations any longer,  
until the thousand years were ended.  
After that he must be released for a little while. 
4 Then I saw thrones,  
and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed.  
Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus  
and for the word of God,  
and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their 
foreheads or their hands.  
They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  
5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.  
This is the first resurrection.  
6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!  
Over such the second death has no power,  
but they will be priests of God and of Christ,  
and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 
7 And when the thousand years are ended,  
Satan will be released from his prison  
8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth,  
Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.  
9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints  
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them,  
10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur  
where the beast and the false prophet were,  
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  
From his presence earth and sky fled away,  
and no place was found for them.  
12 And I saw the dead, great and small,  
standing before the throne,  
and books were opened.  
Then another book was opened,  
which is the book of life.  
And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,  
according to what they had done.  
13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it,  
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them,  
and they were judged, each one of them,  
according to what they had done.  
14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  
This is the second death, the lake of fire.  
15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life,  
he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? 
How does it connect to the passage that follows it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context:  Read Ezek. 39:17-21 to shed some understanding on the meal described in 19:17-18. 
The ‘first resurrection’ of 20:6 is the same basic gospel truth taught in the NT: see John 5:24, Rom. 
8:9-11, Eph. 2:5-6, Col. 2:12-13.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Think through Jesus’ authority and power over Satan that we see demonstrated repeatedly in the 
gospels. After reading 20:1-3, compare it with Mark 3:22-27. When was Satan bound? 
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6.  Compare the references to the ‘second death’ in 20:6, 14; 21:8; 2:11. What is it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. INWARDLY DIGEST 
The intensity of the judgment scenes in Revelation have made them hard to read, but has forced us to 
grapple with the reality of the vastness of the problem of sin.  
Ask the Lord, by his Spirit, to reveal areas of darkness in your own life that need to be brought into the 
light. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. PRAY  
Spend time with your group in prayer and thanksgiving that your eternal future is secure in the risen 
and reigning Lord Jesus, King of kings and Lord of lords.  Bring before the Lord those you know who 
don’t presently have their names written in the Lamb’s book of life.   
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  Study 18 – Revelation 21:1-8 

At last! Looking forward to eternity in a renewed creation, with God ‘making all things new’. 
This is ‘trustworthy and true’! 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
** Notice the descriptions in this passage and how they relate to what we’ve seen already in 
Revelation. Who is at the center of it all? Notice verbs tenses also. After you have made your 
observations, think through how these observations impact what John is saying. Share what you have 
found with your group. 
 
21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,  
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,  
and the sea was no more.  
2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,  
coming down out of heaven from God,  
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.  
He will dwell with them,  
and they will be his people,  
and God himself will be with them as their God.  
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,  
and death shall be no more,  
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,  
nor pain anymore,  
for the former things have passed away.” 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said,  
“Behold, I am making all things new.”  
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  
6 And he said to me,  
“It is done!  
I am the Alpha and the Omega,  
the beginning and the end.  
To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.  
7 The one who conquers will have this heritage,  
and I will be his God and he will be my son.  
8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable,  
as for murderers, the sexually immoral,  
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars,  
their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur,  
which is the second death.” 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what is looked forward to in 19:6-8? How 
does it connect to the passage that follows it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context:  Read Isaiah 65:17-25, Exodus 29:43-46 and John 1:14 for a deeper understanding of 
this renewed creation being at the heart of God from the start. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example: Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. From vv. 1-4 list all that is gained in this renewed creation. 
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6.  Recall the original creation in Genesis 1-2 and all that was lost as a result of the Fall in Genesis 3. 
How does what was lost then compare to what is restored in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. INWARDLY DIGEST 
Although the future is secure in Christ, the repeated warning of Revelation is that ‘the one who 
conquers will have this heritage’ v 7.  Recall all that we have learned to this point about what it means 
to conquer.  How has the Holy Spirit been compelling you to respond to these truths in your own life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. PRAY  
a. Scripture to meditation - Choose one scripture and take a couple of minutes on your own to think 
about what it is teaching you. 
 
b. Meditation to prayer  

• turn something you have learnt from this verse into thanksgiving 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into confession 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into praise to God  
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into supplication (asking) 
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  Study 19 – Revelation 21:9 – 22:5 

This passage gives us a fuller, more detailed look at what was revealed in 21:1-8. 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
After you have made your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is 
saying. Share what you have found with your group. 
 

21:9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and 
spoke to me, saying,  
“Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain,  
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,  
11 having the glory of God, 
its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  
12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates,  
and at the gates twelve angels,  
and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—  
13 on the east three gates,  
on the north three gates,  
on the south three gates,  
and on the west three gates.  
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,  
and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city  
and its gates and walls.  
16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width.  
And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia.  
Its length and width and height are equal.  
17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement,  
which is also an angel's measurement.  
18 The wall was built of jasper,  
while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  
19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel.  
The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,  
20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst.  
21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl,  
and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 
22 And I saw no temple in the city,  
for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  
23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,  
for the glory of God gives it light,  
and its lamp is the Lamb.  
24 By its light will the nations walk,  
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,  
25 and its gates will never be shut by day— 
and there will be no night there.  
26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.  
27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it,  
nor anyone who does what is detestable or false,  
but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
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22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,  
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb  
2 through the middle of the street of the city;  
also, on either side of the river,  
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
 yielding its fruit each month.  
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  
3 No longer will there be anything accursed,  
but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,  
and his servants will worship him.  
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  
5 And night will be no more.  
They will need no light of lamp or sun,  
for the Lord God will be their light,  
and they will reign forever and ever. 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage? 
How does it connect to the passage that follows it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider context:  Some OT and NT references might help us better understand this picture of the city of 
God as ‘the Bride, the wife of the Lamb’. Read Exodus 28:15-21, Eph. 2:19-22, Rev. 3:12, Heb. 
11:39-12:2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.   Describe these sections in your own words: 
• God’s city  - 21:10-21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• God’s dwelling place – 21:22-27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• God’s renewed world – 22:1-5 
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5.  Rev. 22:1-5 is sometimes referred to as a description of a new Garden of Eden. Do you think this is 
accurate? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. INWARDLY DIGEST 
Recall the promises made to those who conquer, in the seven churches that John originally wrote to 
(2:1-3:21). How would this passage be an encouragement to them specifically and in turn to us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. PRAY  
a. Scripture to meditation - Choose one scripture and take a couple of minutes on your own to think 
about what it is teaching you. 
 
b. Meditation to prayer  

• turn something you have learnt from this verse into thanksgiving 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into confession 
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into praise to God  
 
 
 

• turn something from this verse into supplication (asking) 
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Study 20 – Revelation 22:6-21 

This final passage echoes many of the opening statements of Revelation, assuring the reader that 
this indeed is God’s true word of what ‘must soon take place’, and calling us to eagerly proclaim 
with all the saints ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’ 

1. READ - Pray for God to draw you to himself and help you to understand as you read. 
2. MARK - Mark up the printed text. 
** Re-read 1:1-3. Notice the several similarities in this passage and think through why John 
repeats these specific points and how they reflect the main themes of the book. After you have 
made your observations, think through how these observations impact what John is saying. Share what 
you have found with your group. 
 
22:6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true.  
And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,  
has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 
7 “And behold, I am coming soon.  
Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things.  
And when I heard and saw them,  
I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me,  
9 but he said to me, “You must not do that!  
I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets,  
and with those who keep the words of this book.  
Worship God.” 
10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book,  
for the time is near.  
11 Let the evildoer still do evil,  
and the filthy still be filthy,  
and the righteous still do right,  
and the holy still be holy.” 
12 “Behold, I am coming soon,  
bringing my recompense with me,  
to repay each one for what he has done.  
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,  
the first and the last,  
the beginning and the end.” 
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes,  
so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 
15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and 
everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
16 “I, Jesus,  
have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.  
I am the root and the descendant of David,  
the bright morning star.” 
17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”  
And let the one who hears say, “Come.”  
And let the one who is thirsty come;  
let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 
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18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:  
if anyone adds to them,  
God will add to him the plagues described in this book,  
19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,  
God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city,  
which are described in this book. 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 
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3. LEARN - Context: How does this passage connect to what has been said in the preceding passage?  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4.  Structure or shape of the passage.  
Outline the structure of the text in a way that represents the author’s organization of the text. (for 
example:  Look for the natural breaks or sections in the author’s thinking). Indicate verse breaks for 
each unit and provide headings. Ask yourself what emphasis the structure reveals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Why do you think John repeats the angel worship incident from 19:9-10 here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  How does the warning of verses 18-19 apply to us today? 
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7. INWARDLY DIGEST 
There are seven Beatitude-type ‘Blessed is the one…’ statements in Revelation (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 
19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 14). Summarize them together in your own words in a couple of sentences. Does this 
challenge you to adjust your priorities? How? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  What has studying Revelation revealed to you about God’s purposes and plan? How has it 
impacted you most significantly? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. PRAY  
Spend time together in praise, thanksgiving and prayer.  
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